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_ _ CHAPTER 1 E
GOD (good). Throughout the Hebrew Scriptures two chief names are

used for the one true divine Being—FELOHIM, commonly translated God in
our version, and JEHOVAH, translated Lord, Elohim is the plural of Eloah
(in Arabic Allah); it 13 often used in the short form EL (a word signifiring
strengthy, as m EL-SHADDAL, God Almighty, the name by which God
was specially known to the patriarchs. Gen 17:1; 28:3; Ex 6.3 The
etymology 15 uncertain, but it 15 generally agreed that the primary idea is
that of strerngth, power af gffect, and that it propetly describes Godin
that character in which he 1z exhibited to all tnen i his wotles, as the
creator, sustaner, and supreme governor of the world, The plural form of
Elohim has given rise to much discussion. The fanciful idea that it referred
to the trinity af persons in the Godhead hardly finds now a supporter
among scholars. It is etther what grammanians call the plural of maissty,
or 1t denotes the fuliness of divine strength, the sume of the powers i

! T the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 2 And the
earth was without form, and void, and darkness was upon the face of the
deep. And the Spint of God moved upon the face of the waters.

3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light. * And God
saw the light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the
darkness. * And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called
Might And the evening® and the morning were the first day.

8 find God said, Let there be a firmament® in the midst of the waters,
and let it divide the waters from the waters. 7 And God made the
firmarnent, and divided the waters which were under the firmament from
the waters which werz above the firmament: and it was so. & And God
called the firmament Heaven. And the evening and the morming were the
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Genesis 277 3 centers arcund the translation and grammatical import of the first two
Genesis 2731 X words in the Hebrew text. The first word (Heb perg’shif) is rendered as
% X the above translation. If heré’shit 15 in the absolute state and bara’
R o created) is a finite verb, then the translation iz as it has been traditionally
w8 bjsie;iinticmert sthensiilo franl ha been traditionall
Deuteronoml 25 X rendered, an independent clause: In the beginning God created. This
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GOD (good). Throughout the Hebrew Scriptures two chief names are
used for the one true divine Being—FELOHIM, commonly translated Fod n

our version, and JEHOVAH, translated Lard, Elohim is the plural of Eloah

(in Arabic Allah), it iz often used in the short form EL (a word signifiing
sirength), as in EL-SHADDAIL, God Afmighty, the narme by which God —
was specially known to the patriarchs. Gen. 17:1; 28:3; Ex. 6.3 The

etymology 15 uncertain, but it is generally agreed that the primary idea is

that of sirength, power of affect, and that it propetly describes Godin

that character in which he 15 exhibited to all men in his works, as the

creator, sustamer, and supreme governor of the world. The plural form of
Elohitn has given rise to much discussion, The fancifil idea that it referred

to the frimity of persons i the Godhead hardly finds now a supporter

among scholars. It is either what grammanans call ke plural of majesty,

or it denotes the fudiness of divine strength, the sume of the powers

! Tn the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 2 And the
earth was without form, and void, and darkness was upon the face of the
deep. And the Spirtt of God moved upon the face of the waters.

3 And God said, Let there be light: and there was light 4 And God
saw the light, that if was good: and God divided the light from the
darkness. * And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called
Might. And the evening® and the morning were the first day.

& ind God sad, Let there be a firmament” in the midst of the waters,
and let it divide the waters from the waters. 7 And God made the
firmament, and drnded the waters which were under the firmament from
the waters which were above the firmament; and it was so. 8 And God
called the firmament Heaven And the evening and the morning were the
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Genesis 27:31 X words in the Hebrew text. The first word (Heb bera’shff) 1s rendered as
% X the above translation. If beré’shitis in the absolute state and barg’
% £ (created) is a finite verb, then the translation 15 as it has been tradittonally
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